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Abstract

European countries have invested significantly in digitization programmes and the results are transforming access to cultural content.  The digital content that is being created is distributed across Europe in institutional repositories and made available to the public through institutional websites.  Recent years have seen a number of initiatives to harvest item level metadata from institutional repositories to create regional, national and now European access points.  While at the same time there have been initiatives to establish registries of collection and service descriptions. This paper describes the evolution of a Europe-wide project to catalogue digital contents at collection level into the MICHAEL European Service and looks at the implementation of collection description in practice. In the multilingual European context, the harvesting of collection description metadata has presented the MICHAEL project with practical issues that have been addressed in order to provide users with simple, easy-to-use multilingual interfaces.  For human users, the MICHAEL European service provides useful information to access quality-assured digital cultural contents.  MICHAEL is also used by external information services, for example by harvesting of MICHAEL metadata alongside item-level metadata to provide joined-up services.  This paper proposes that the implementation of collection description metadata and the development of registries has potential in European information environment in terms of planning future digitization programmes, in developing user services and in supporting the development of the European Digital Library.
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